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it, in some months every thing resumes its former face, and goes on in the old channel. That mountain lies a little distance from Portici towards the left, divided into 2 Summits, that farthest from the Sea is rather the largest, & highest, called Monte di Somma. This has hitherto been very innocent; the lesser one, which is properly Vesuvius, is that so terrible for it's fires ; it is better than 3 Miles to ascend, and those extremely laborious. 'Twas extremely quiet at the time I saw it; some days one could not perceive it smoke at all, others one saw it riseing like a white Column from it, but in no great quantity. About a mile beyond Portici we saw the Stream of combustible Matter, which run from it in the last eruption ; within -J-of a mile, or less, from the Sea is a small church of Our Lady, belonging to a certain Zoccolanti, into this church it enter'd thro5 one of the side-doors without otherwise damageing the fabrick, run cross it, and was stop'd, I suppose, by the opposite Wall. The Fryars have dugg away that part of it, and left it whole riseing in a great rough mass at the cloor where it enter'd, as if the miraculous power of Our Lady had forbid it to advance further : this is well-contrived, and carries some appearance with it. That part of the Stream, which comes along thro' the fields at a distance resembles plough'd Land, but rougher, and in huge Clods ; they are hard and heavy, like the dross of some metals ; the people pile the pieces up, and make an enclosure to their fields with them. This place is call'd Torre del Greco ; it is about 4 Years since the Eruption happen'd. I imagine the river of fire, or Lava, as they call it, may be 20 Yards, or more, in breadth. It is not above a year since they discover1*! under a part of the town of Portici a little way from the Shore an ancient and terrible example of what this mountain is capable of j